Assessment 2: Research Essay
Overview:
Students are required to choose ONE area for research (topics 1 to 4) from the areas outlined below. 
The essay requires a research component, so make sure you have a thorough look at any of the relevant extended reading/resources from the course (to be located on page 2 of each session’s slides) as well as independent research such as Australian and international journal articles.  
Also, identify any recent cases and/or law reform or parliamentary inquiries, government discussion papers, etc. (There are a number of these in the optional extended reading list for the course.)  A thorough reading of the literature (including the relevant part of your text or prescribed reading from the course) is needed for you to know what the key issues are.   

Some of the topics listed have referred to Australia in the topic sentence – you may however choose any country in the world instead of Australia – or you may choose to make comparison between two countries in your chosen topic.

Topic 1
Critically discuss the following statement: 
‘IBAC provides an excellent ‘check and balance’ on police in Victoria which in turn prevents police misconduct.’

OR
Topic 2
Critically discuss the following statement: 
‘There is simply no truth in relation to claims of racial or religious profiling in Australia by our police force’



OR

Topic 3
Critically discuss the following statement: 
‘Civil actions or civil suits against any police force is a waste of time and money as there are sufficient policies and restrictions to ensure that the police always do the right thing.’

OR

Topic 4
Critically discuss the following statement: 
‘Our corrections facilities such as juvenile justice centres and adult prisons are doing a good job at housing and rehabilitating our prison population.’
 
